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swept over that unfortunate country since the Romans
left, and still the descendants of the old Roman
colonists remained in their mountain retreat, little
affected by the waves which, one after another, had
covered their land.

The Emperor had been aided in his victory over
the Avars by the Bulgarian chief Kurt, or Kuvrat, a
former vassal of the Avar king.    The origin and early
history of the Bulgarians will be narrated later, and
it is therefore only necessary to state in  this place
their connection with Roumania.     Kuvrat and his
successors obtained power in the old Dacian province
north of the Danube, as well as in what is now known
as Bulgaria ; and in the reign of their powerful chief-
tain Krum, who flourished about the year 810, they
occupied a large part of Roumania.    During the first
Bulgarian  Empire, which lasted from 893 to  1018,
Roumania was  largely in  Bulgarian   hands.     Th.
towns and petty communities, which had been founded
by the Daco-Roman inhabitants after the withdrawal
of the Avars westward, were more or less dependent
upon the Bulgarian Czars, though governed by chiefs
of their own.   Such was the condition of Roumanin
when a fresh swarm of invaders descended upon it,
and for the first time in Balkan history the name of
the Hungarians meets the eye.

This warlike race, which has just been celebrating
the thousandth anniversary of the kingdom which it
founded, took up its abode in the eastern part of
Roumania about 839. The strange habits and fierce
disposition of the early Hungarians made them a
terror to all their neighbours ; their career of dovasta-